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Introduction: The Greater Portland Chapter (GPC) strives to promote the advancement of critical
care nursing and the celebration of nursing as a profession. The GPC emphasizes the value of
certification and continuing education as it offers a wide spectrum of opportunities to meet the
learning and developmental needs of the nurse as she/he progresses through the Promise,
Momentum and Harvest Stages of their professional careers.! Participation in chapter education and
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PROMISE

The Promise stage occurs in the
early stages of a nursing career.
Introduction to Critical Care Course

The promise of Critical Care career development begins
with the GPC sponsored community-wide Critical Care
Consortium course to enhance the orientation process for
nurses who are new graduates and/or critical care-naive.
This didactic six day course is a collaborative effort
coordinated and taught by GPC members.
GPC Critical Care Consortium has provided forty three
Introduction to Critical Care Courses over the past 11
years, to over 2000 nurses.

Join AACN & the Greater Portland Chapter
Joining AACN and GPC connects the nurse with learning
and volunteer opportunities.

Get Certified
GPC offers CCRN/PCCN Review courses biannually to assist
the developing nurse to attain certification in his/her
specialty. Certified nurses are individually recognized at
the symposium.
The successful CCRN/PCCN review course has had 297
nurses attend our last three sessions with an increase in
GPC certified nurses from 178 in October 2008 to 217 in
April of 2010.

Attend the GPC AACN Fall Symposium
Offered annually the GPC AACN Fall Symposium in
collaboration with the Oregon Chapter of the Society of
Critical Care Medicine focuses on a wide variety of topics
from the perspective of critical care. It is our goal to
provide participants with an enhanced understanding of
recent developments and concepts in critical care,
progressive care and emergency medicine.

MOMENTUM

Momentum stage occurs in the middle
years of a nursing career

Volunteer

GPC offers multiple volunteer opportunities for nurses in
the momentum stage of nursing. Several GPC-AACN
Board positions (President, Treasurer, Education Chair)
begin as a mentored elect position to help the new board
member acclimate to the group and learn the role.

The Fall Symposium Committee also provides
opportunities for nurses to gain confidence in the chapter
leadership roles. Members can serve as symposium chair,
syllabus i , vendor inator, i
coordinator or assist in conference production.

Advance Preceptor Skills

The Greater Portland Chapter of AACN Advanced
Preceptor Conference aims to advance the

skills and recognize the hard work of acute care based
preceptors from all specialties. Our mission is to provide
ongoing advanced concepts that are not addressed in
basic preceptor programs and to reward those who
continue to use best practice in the area of precepting.
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volunteer activities aid the nurse to chart the path to successful career development.
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HARVEST

Harvest stage occurs in the late
years of a nursing career

Share Your Expertise

GPC encourages the expert nurse to share their
expertise. Opportunities exist for Consortium speakers,
p jons at the GPC Fall ium and as a
speaker for NTI.

Continue to Participate in All GPC Has to Offer

The GPC facilitates both an annual educational dinner
and a breakfast which includes celebration of a member-
chosen GPC “Nurse of the Year”. The-chapter also
publishes a quarterly on-line newsletter which includes
member activities and accomplishments and features
articles from the GPC president most recently focusing
on healthy work environments and certification.

The chapter is committed to supporting the development
of critical care nurses throughout their professional
careers and it remains alert to the need for innovative
expansion in the future.
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